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“THE LOST VILLAGES OF SRI LANKA” 
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      SOORIYAWEWA IN HAMBANTOTA DISTRICT

Sooriyawewa is a rural town around 30KM inland from Hambantota.  Hambantota was one of the regions hugely impacted by the 2004 Asian Tsunami. These villages are in a very dry zone and water supply is scarce. The people of surrounding villages of Sooriyawewa are one of the last in the queue to receive basic human essentials such as water, electricity, facilities for a decent standard of education etc.

The living conditions of these people are very basic.  Most people live in little mud huts with no running water and electricity.  A typical family has on average 5 children.  The standard of education is fairly poor. The parents of these children live on cultivating seasonal crops, which grow during the rainy season (approx 2 months in the year) and selling their produce at fairs.

Under these living conditions, there are many social and health issues.  The children don’t have proper walking shoes, some of them will walk 5KM or more, bare foot in the scorching sun to attend school.

There are 12 schools scattered around this village. The largest school has 900 students.  For the children, survival is first and an education is secondary.  Some of them drop out of school due to economic reasons and other family pressures.  

On 26th December 2004 at the Hambantota Fair some of these vegetable sellers, parents and even school children were caught in the Asian Tsunami.  A lot of them perished….  
Whilst trying to locate which families should be assisted, it was seen that in some families both parents had died whilst in others either the father or the mother had died. The only assistance they have received is the $150.00USD grant given by the Sri Lankan Government to each family per dead person. 

These villages do not have any permanent income. Their houses are in a dilapidated condition. They do not have toilets.  The other families of these villages, besides the Tsunami victims, also live in very poor conditions. Under these circumstances in addition to the existing social problems, there is a strong possibility that additional pressures could arise if only Tsunami affected families are looked after. 

A Sri Lankan national now living in the UK called Dylan Palehepitiya, approached Adoptsrilanka for funding for the for the Lost Village project. Following the Tsunami, she was so moved by what she saw; she came straight to Sri Lanka and got involved with the relief effort. Dilhani’s passion for this project was infectious and ASL recognised this as a deeply deserving project.
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The standard of housing was appalling with no protection from the severe climate.
1. Housing Development  
A housing development scheme was started by Dilhani to provide 21 new homes for locals living in extreme poverty. The work was carried out by the family themselves and their neighbouring friends.  Most families made their own bricks to keep the costs down to a minimum. 
The donors of Adopt Sri Lanka have revolutionised the lives of 21 families by providing funds to build 21 houses.   The funds contributed to developing a significant part of a brick built house and a life away from a mud house.
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The process – Each house was given a book.  Twice a month an evaluation was done and an assessment of the progress was our indicator to pay the next stage payment.  
The payment was broken down into the following stages:

Stage 1 – 
Up to foundation level
Rs 20,000

Stage 2 – 
Brick work

Rs 40,000

Stage 3 – 
Roof


Rs 35,000

Stage 4 - 
Toilet


Rs 15,000

Stage 5 – 
Doors and windows
Rs 20,000

Stage 6 – 
Final finishes

Rs 20,000

Most of the houses have now come near completion but have used all of the allocated funds. What has been achieved is quite amazing considering the funding was $1,500.00 USD  it is true to say that another $500, per house would be enough to complete but considering the conditions the villagers had been living in prior to our intervention there is no words to describe the difference it has made.

Total Payment per house $1,500.00 USD
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This house is now completed. It’s a huge difference to the mud hut it replaced.
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The owner like many others kept costs low by making the bricks herself.


2. The Lost Village’s School Dust Protection Project
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Most schools in the dry zone suffer from high winds with the extremely dry heat.  Consequently, they are faced with dust swirls coming into the school building and making it impossible for the teachers and the children to teach and learn. This also results in major respiratory health issues.  The requirement for some form of dust protection during these extreme conditions of the year was identified and special material was imported from India to combat the problem. With the help of local labour, the protective covering was fitted in most classrooms. 
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 Adopt Sri Lanka’s generous donors provided funds for dust protection curtains in six schools. Often children suffer from breathing difficulties as a direct result.  Now many of the schools have received sufficient protection. On a recent visit to the schools to see how effective these curtains are, the teachers and children all said it has almost illuminated the problems of the past. There are still some windows that need attention but the majority of rooms are now protected.
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3. Repair of broken chairs in the Classrooms

All of the Lost Village schools are poorly resourced. One of the major problems that still exist is the poor quality and often lack of desks and chairs. In collaboration with the Deaf and Blind School in Tangalle who have a wood workshop, 40 chairs were identified that had fallen in to bad repair and mended. ASL also purchased new desks and chairs as and where needed.
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Great excitement the day the desk & chairs
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Arrived. All the students lent a hand.


Financial Summary
	To provided funding for 21 house
	$31,500.00 USD

	To purchase and fit dust protection covers
	$5000.00 USD

	Replace and Repair desks and chairs and other  aids
	$6,642.00

	TOTAL SPEND
	$43,142.00


   Adoptsrilanka would like to acknowledge Dilhani Palehepitiya and the many others who gave their time so selflessly for the beneficiaries of the Lost Villages. We would also like to point out that the above project was funding by ASL but it was executed by the local people themselves and it is a tribute to their willingness to help themselves, not falling victim to a disempowering culture of hand outs that has gripped so many other disaster relief projects.
