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The Agrabodhi Community Centre at Weligama
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	The Agrabodi Temple is one of Sri Lanka’s most ancient and important Temples.  The Chief Incumbent Monk approached ASL, requesting help to build a Community Centre so it could be used as a support centre for local people (many of whom lost loved ones and homes in the 2004 Asian Tsunami). There is a semi permanent tsunami camp only two minutes walk from the Temple that Adoptsrilanka Trauma Relief teams have been working in for the past 8 months. With all works finally completed, we can now move our childrens programme into the beautiful new centre.
Weligama has a population of 68,671 inhabitants. There were 400 deaths and 18,030 people directly affected (38% of the community). The link between our Trauma Relief team and this community centre was one of the key benefits of your most generous donation.
The centre is now finished and Adoptsrilanka would like to present to you this small pictorial report of the completed centre.
Your  two donations to Adoptsrilanka have been personally managed and have gone directly in to the heart of the community of Weligama. The difference you have made, both with the Weligama Clinic and now this fabulous new centre is too great to mention and we thank you so much  on behalf of the people of Sri Lanka.


	The monks wanted the Community Centre within the Temple grounds so that they could personally guarantee it’s up keep.
On every grand occasion such as the building of a new structure, there is quite a procedure to go through before one brick is laid.

Firstly an auspicious time must be sought from the “wise man” for the foundation ceremony when the first brick is laid in the soil (On this occasion the time was 7.56 am!!) ASL and our builder’s participated amongst much protocol and many blessings, followed by a feast. 
This picture gives a good view of the proximity of the centre in relation to the Temple.

We were in the middle stages of the construction at the time.

Towering over the Temple wall, you can see one of Sri Lanka’s oldest Bo Trees coming from the original seven seeds that were bought over from India; it is now a precious treasure locally and is held up with iron pillars to protect it’s ancient branches.

Finally 12 weeks after laying the foundation stone the community centre was ready.. ASL made quite sure all of the products used in the build were in keeping with the Temple surroundings.
ASL chose rather stylish grills that set it apart from other local buildings. From this close up you can see that it is a very spacious building and there is ample room for all the wonderful new programmes that will take place here.
We are encouraging the Monks to landscape the area around the centre.

It really is quite a stunning and historic Temple. We feel privileged to have done this work on your behalf.  This Centre will touch the lives of many people. Your donation has really made a difference.
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The complete cost of Agrabodhi  Community Centre was
$11,050.00
Adoptsrilanka would like to thank you on behalf of the people of Sri Lanka.
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