i D ber 2010
Jwins  Www.adoptsrilanka.com

ASL TWINS
NEWSLETTER

Inside this issue:

The AdoptSriLanka TWINS Program owprgen.... 1

Handy Sinhalaand 2
Tamil Phrases

www.adoptsrilanka.com

Our Vision

“Empowering children through knowledge”

New English 3
Activity Rooms

Our Program

TWINS links schools in Sri Lanka with schools abroad to promote global and \L/JVK l'ﬁeaCherj,ViS“ 4
cultural awareness and to increase confidence in English. eligama Jinaraja

Conference and 5
TWINS supports English language learning through 4 main project areas: Toolkit update
* ASL TWINS Global School Partnership Program Park School 5
* ASL TWINS English Teacher Training Program Governor visits
TWINS School
* ASL TWINS English Unit Development Program
» ASL TWINS Student Participation Program -(I;YL\IILNSS Global 6

Turtle Conservation 7
Education &
Research Centre

World Record 7
attempt
- Tree Planting

New Project Plans 8

2011 Teacher 9
Training Program

' GLF School 9
Outreach Program

| Computer Corner— 10
What the teachers
say!

Congratulations 10

L' |

Welcome to New 10

Children at Puwakdandawa Primary are very happy to see photos of their project with their TWINS Partnership

UK friends at Lethbridge Primary School, Swindon.



Handy Sinhala and Tamil Phrases

In our last Newsletter you had the chance to learn some useful words linked to food and
ingredients in Sinhala and Tamil. With this issue you can have fun with your students learning
words for different emotions!

Useful Phrases in Sinhala and Tamil

English Sinhala Tamil

Happy Sathutui Santhosam
Sad Duka Kawalei
Angry Tharaha Kofam
Confused Aul Pirechchiner
Excited Pudama wenaw Pudumei
Worried/Anxious Karadarayen Kareichal
Calm Santha Nimmadhi
Thoughtful/Pensive Kalpanakari Yosanei
Amused Vinodakami Mahilchi
Surprised Pudumawenawa Miha Pudumei
Optimistic Subawadi Nalla Yasanei
Pessimistic Asubawadi Ketta Yosanei
Lonely Hudakala Thanime
Curious Kuthuhalayen Thettiem
Bemused Aulsahagatha Sombel
Nervous/Apprehensive Ikmanin bayawena Aiyappadu
Peaceful Samakami Samadhanmana
Amazed Mawithakarawana Mabhilwiththal
Scared/Frightened Bayawenawa Payamkatugdal
Serious Barapathala Paradurum

Good thanks,
but a bit
cold!
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Opening of new English Activity Rooms

As part of ASL TWINS English Unit De- bright English focused murals on the walls.  The school organized a grand opening

velopment Program we are very pleased Puwakdandawa is TWINNED with ceremony and invited Bec, GM of ASL
to announce the opening of two new Lethbridge Primary School, Swindon, UK.  to participate as the chief guest. The
English Activity Room’s (EAR’s). schools western band welcomed the

invited guests to the school before Bec
was asked to cut the ribbon on behalf of
Kings College School. After, everyone
gathered in the auditorium to participate
for a special show organized by the
English Unit. A special message from
Helen Barker, coordinating teacher at
King’s was read out by Anusha Li-
yanage, Field Officer for Region 1.

Puwakdandawa Primary

Monday 18th October 2010 was a red
letter day for the children and teachers at
Puwakdandawa School’s primary sec-
tion, Tangalle. On this day the school
held their English Activity Room opening
ceremony organized by TWINS Coordi-
nator and English teacher Mrs. Malani.

Now, the children of Dikkumbura
. ) Siddhartha School have a very nice,
Secondary student gives a helping hand  cqjourful and attractive place to learn
English. Everyone is very pleased with
Dikkumbura Sri Siddhartha what they have been able to achieve
with a little help from their friends and

Thursday 28th October was a great day in highly appreciate the great effort made.

Dikkumbura Sri Siddhartha School’s his-
tory. For a long time the school had suf-
fered from a lack of useable facilities and
had no dedicated space for English. ASL
TWINS and the school were able to ad-

Resources supplied included building
materials, paint, furniture, a panel board
and English books. Everyone at Dikkum-
bura Siddhartha School is very happy

Special guests were met at the school dress this problem using funds generously 5,4 excited with their new facility. They
gate and led by children dancing and donated by their TWINS school, Kings Col- 64 like to offer their gratitude to
drumming to the EAR where Jo Collins,  !ge School, Cambridge, UK. Kings College School for their kind and
ASL TWINS Program Coordinator was generous donation to develop their Eng-
invited to cut the ribbon and officially An old class hall in poor condition was allo- lish Activity Room.
declare the room open. cated by the school and work began to

renovate it on 13th March. It was great to .
After, a small cultural show was held in see the school and wider community all ASL TWINS would like to

the room for the guests to show the chil- wcirki?g to%(ett:gr ?” this E)jroject astfa:jhetrﬁ thank the Burnett family
dren's talents. They performed English volunieered tneir ime and energy to do the nd King’s Coll School
action songs, traditional dance and made Puilding work needed. a K . g c e,ge G
thanking speeches in English while there for their fantastic support
school friends and some parents
watched from outside.

The traditional ‘Waliga Patuna’ dance

The room was developed thanks to a
donation received from the Burnett fam-
ily. ASL TWINS was able to supply
paints, good quality wooden tables,
stools, a panel board and a selection of
English books.

The paints were used by the children in
grade 5, some volunteers from the sec-
ondary section and an enthusiastic par- o

ent to transform the room by painting The school Western Band welcome’s the guests and Bec Lyons cuts the ribbon!
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A visit from Cleaves Cross Primary School

Written by Janine Atkinson
Cleaves Cross Primary School,
Ferryhill, Co.Durham, UK

On Monday 27" September 2010 my
colleague, Mrs Harrison, and | had the
very great pleasure of arriving at
Weligama Jinaraja School in Weligama,
Sri Lanka. Thanks to funding made
available from a reciprocal visit grant
from the British Council, we were able
to visit our twin school and begin to
forge stronger links, develop ideas for
curriculum exchanges, teach English
and forge life-long friendships. The
Principal and staff made us feel ex-
tremely welcome and made huge ef-
forts to ensure that we were comfort-
able, going out of their way to provide
for our needs.

Janine and Karen meet the students

Throughout the week, we were thrilled
to be able to make use of the English
Activity Room, to teach English songs
and stories to children who were de-
lightful and extremely keen to learn.
The children had great fun learning
“Five Little Ducks” and “Five Little
Speckled Frogs”- I'm sure Mrs Harri-
son’s hats helped! As well as learning
traditional English songs and stories,
we were able to teach about our sea-
sons and traditional foods.

Mrs. Harrison’s hats!
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Mrs Harrison and | were particularly
impressed with the children’s knowl-
edge of English and we enjoyed help-
ing them perfect their pronunciation.

We feel we must also comment on their

beautiful handwriting!

Karen working with the children

We were lucky to be visiting on Chil-
dren’s Day — and were treated to a
wonderful whole school and community
assembly. The children and staff
worked extremely hard to ensure par-
ents and visiting dignitaries had a won-
derful time!

A big thank you must be said to the two
English teachers Mrs Ranasigha and
Mrs Priyangani for the support and
kindness they showed us during our
visit. They spent a great deal of their
own time introducing us to friends and
family, showing us the sights and shar-
ing their beautiful country and culture
with us. We look forward to returning

their kindness next year when the
teachers will visit us!

Photo with the teachers!

ASL TWINS would like to send a
good luck message to Mrs. A.V.C.
P. Ranasinghe & Mrs. H.P.D.
Priyangika from Weligama Jinaraja
K.V. who will be visiting
Cleves Cross Primary School in the
Spring 2011.

We would also like to wish good
luck to Mrs. L.K.C. Peiris from
Dharmarama Model Primary
School, Galle who will be visiting
her TWINS school, Calverley Park-
side Primary, Leeds, UK from the
4th to the 12th December 2010

Thank you to DFID for providing
funds through the BC Reciprocal
Visits Grant.
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Conference and Toolkit

Following the evaluation of our program
by Sophie Remy at the beginning of the
year, ASL TWINS has been implement-
ing recommended strategies to further
develop and improve all aspects of our
work. As a part of this, ASL TWINS will
be re-launching a ‘new look’ TWINS pro-
gram in February 2011 at the inaugural
TWINS Conference to be held in Sri
Lanka.

This residential Conference will run over
3 days, 23rd to 25th February and all Sri
Lankan TWINS coordinating teachers will
be invited to attend. It is hoped that some
overseas coordinators that are currently
planning their own trips or reciprocal vis-
its through the DFID grants program may
also be able to participate before spend-
ing time at their TWINS schools the fol-
lowing week.

ASL TWINS continues to strive to create
sustainable global school partnerships
that benefit thousands of school children
both in Sri Lanka and overseas and it
was with this in mind that the idea to hold
the conference, bringing all the teachers
together, was formed.

The teachers will actively participate in a
packed program of presentations, net-
working events, workshops and debates.
Workshops already planned include:-

e Explanations of the 4 main global di-
mension themes followed by project
planning workshops

e How to organize a TWINS Club

e How to organize an inter-school Eng-

lish Activity Day

How to communicate with your

TWINS school

e How to star rate your partnership

e Student participation

The conference, which will be held at
Wackwella, Galle, Sri Lanka, will focus on
strengthening global school partnerships
and increasing student participation.

Each teacher attending the conference will
receive a bag of useful information.
Teachers will also take away a copy of the
new ASL TWINS "Toolkit" which will con-
tain all the information and guidance they
will need to develop and maintain an ac-

tive, successful and sustainable global
school partnership.

This new ‘Toolkit’ will also be available
on our website for partner schools to
download and includes information on
drafting Partnerships Agreements and
Project Exchange Plans, Project Plans
and how to link topics to the curriculum,
Global Dimension, Student Participation
including Inclusion, TWINS Rep’s and
Global Clubs, English Unit Development,
Communication and Useful web links to
support your partnerships

We are very excited about our plans for
the future and we are sure that the con-
ference will be a fantastic event.

If you are keen to attend this
event, or participate as a
facilitator or key note speaker
please contact

specialprojectsofficer@gmail.com

School Governor visits new TWINS School

off their children's talents. These included
singing, dancing and welcome speeches.

It was a very exciting and unforgettable
day for the children at Hinidumgoda
Vijayananda School on Tuesday 26"
October 2010. Ms. Inga Page, the Chair
of Governors at Park School, her hus-
band Alexander Levy and their daughter
Liana, (former Park School pupil) took

time from their family holiday to drop in for ‘

a visit.

The family were warmly welcomed at the
school, firstly, by children in traditional
dress offering posies of flowers.

Flowers for the visitors

After meeting the Principal they were
taken to the main hall were the English
Unit had organized a mini concert to show
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Next Inga, Alexander and Liana en-
joyed a tour of the school with the Prin-
cipal and were able to have a good
look around.

The partnership between the schools
began in July this year so it is wonder-
ful for Hinidumgoda School to receive
a visit on behalf of their TWINS school
so soon. This personal contact can
only help the partnership develop well
in the future.

The family ready to leave after spending
a couple of hours at the school.

Many thanks fo Ms. Inga
Page, Alexander Levy and
Liana for visiting and
spending time with the
children and staff at
Hinidumgoda School
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Our TWINS Global Clubs

Written by Indu
Waniganayaka
- Ranna M.V.,
= = Sri Lanka.
TWINNED with
Bottisham Vil-

_ lage College,

f‘ Cambridge, U.K.

.

Many people are ready to define the
world as a universal village because of
the modern methods of communica-
tion. If this is true then the children in
our classrooms are also universal stu-
dents. Particularly the students in the
English language classroom are so
because they can communicate in
English with other students in another
country.

The TWINS school program has
shown the way for such a facility in my
school, Ranna Maha Vidyalaya, in the
Hambantota District. Now our students
are able to share their knowledge,
feelings and cultural understanding
with the students at Bottisham Village
College in England.

The students have been highly moti-
vated by this program and about what
they have to say to the students from a
different culture. They are in the proc-
ess of preparing many items by them-
selves to be exchanged and as a re-
sult, they are building up confidence in
themselves that they can do it if proper
guidance is given by the teachers.

Those interested in maintaining the
link between the two schools have
formed a TWINS Global Club where
they can discuss what they feel and
what they intend to do in the program.

The Global Club has a President, a
Secretary and four Office Bearers to
represent the school and report infor-
mation to our TWINS school. Members
are made up of 12 students from
grades 8 to 10 making 36 as a start.

The main object of the club is to com-
municate between the two schools in
order to promote their language skills
and cultural understanding. In the
TWINS Club the participants have
various roles ensuring their active and
full participation while the English
teachers act as facilitators for their
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needs. Other non English speaking
teachers are also keen to observe and
facilitate when needed and depending
on the project topic.

The first meeting of the TWINS Global
Club

At our first ever meeting our ASL
TWINS Field Officer, Sanath Wakuna-
goda and | were able to witness their
motivation and enthusiasm for making
an Activity Plan. It seems that the stu-
dents have a lot of plans to implement
in the course of the year and I'm very
happy to mention that they are working
well on their own. Some of the activities
that they intend to implement are as
follows:-

. Reading out the news that comes
from their TWINS school at the
morning assembly.

. Presenting an item, in English, at
any school event and special
occasion.

. Presenting a magazine of stu-
dents creations to send to
TWINS school.

. To speak in English as much as
possible

. Preparing projects on agreed
topics to be exchanged with
TWINS school

And | am very happy to say that the
students in the TWINS Club have al-
ready successfully accomplished the
‘Our Culture in a Box’ project by them-
selves. They have shown their colours
and | am proud with what they have
been able to achieve and the way in
which they have worked together in a
more creative and informal way.

| am sure that the TWINS Club can
proceed well in the future. It is already
very popular and it would be nice to be
able to expand it to allow more stu-
dents the opportunity to participate.

ASL TWINS is very happy to encour-
age the forming of Global Clubs as
this enables the students to work
creatively and more freely on pro-
jects. Often in Sri Lanka, teachers are
tied to the text book and find it diffi-
cult to fit the projects into their les-
sons. This is certainly a great way to
overcome this problem and to ensure
active student participation.

It is fantastic to see the enthusiasm
and enterprise that the Ranna stu-
dents are displaying and we would
like to thank and congratulate Indu
for her leadership as TWINS Coordi-
nator and facilitator of the Club.

Members of the TWINS Global Club with Indu, the Principal and Priyanthi
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Turtle Conservation Education & Research Centre

Since 2005, ASL has supported a number
of coastal conservation and rehabilitation
initiatives through the Turtle Conservation
Project (TCP). These projects included
setting up 15 nurseries and from these
nurseries a total of 300,000 pandanus and
mangrove plants were replaced along the
southern and western coastlines of Sri
Lanka following the devastating tsunami
that struck on 26" December 2004.

ASL is dedicated to supporting education
projects and it is in this spirit that land in
Rekewa was purchased for the Turtle
Conservation Project. Work is now well
underway to construct an eco-friendly edu-
cation and research centre for turtle con-
servation in Sri Lanka.

Ceremonial Foundation Stone

On 16" September 2010, the founder of
ASL, Geoffrey Dobbs along with ASL
General Manager Bec Lyons, TWINS
Program Coordinator Jo Collins and rep-
resentatives from TCP officially laid the
first stone in a traditional foundation stone
laying ceremony. This ceremony involves
placing a small box filled with seeds, gold
and iron into the ground while a member
of the local community chants a blessing.
The people believe that this will ensure
that the building is strong and protected.
The construction is being coordinated and
funded by ASL thanks to the generous
support of many donors, including HRH
the Prince of Wales.

Geoffrey Dobbs and Bec Lyons help to
bury the foundation stone.

World Record Tree Planting Event

The 15th November was an important day
for the National Tree Planting Program
here in Sri Lanka. This initiative began in
2009 under the direction of the President
Mahinda Rajapaksha.

On this day his ambition was to plant 1.1
million saplings within 11 minutes creating
a world record. The President led the way,
after multi religious observances, by plant-
ing a “Kiripalu” sapling, at the President’s
House in Colombo. This launched the tree
planting campaign at the auspicious time
of 10.07am and schools and other com-
munity groups also started to plant trees at
this time.

We do not know if the world record was
achieved or how it was adjudicated but
we were happy to learn that many of our
TWINS schools where involved in this
fantastic, environmentally friendly event.

One of these schools was Unakuruwa K.V.
located on the south coast of Sri Lanka
just a few miles west of Tangalle,
TWINNED with St. Peters Church of Eng-
land Primary, Morcambe, U.K.
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ASL TWINS Field Officer, Jude Lasantha
was in the school at the time and saw the
children enthusiastically planting a variety
of saplings around the school grounds.

Students at Unakaruwa enjoy time out of
lessons planting trees .

ASL would like to say a huge well done to
Unakaruwa and all the schools who took
up the challenge.

The Centre will efficiently use energy,
water and other resources to minimize
negative impacts on the environment.
By utilising locally sourced natural mate-
rials the centre will actively reduce
waste, pollution and environmental deg-
radation to the local community while
spreading an environmentally conscious
message to Sri Lankan and international
communities.

Local and international tourists as well
as touring school groups will soon be
visiting the centre to participate in night
watching for turtles as well as learning
first hand from local guides the impor-
tance of conserving Sri Lanka’s unique
fauna and flora.

The new centre taking shape thanks to
the hard work of the labourers.

ASL TWIN Schools will soon be able to
include the TCP Education and Re-
search Centre as a destination point
while on their Educational Tours. Dormi-
tory accommodation is also planned to
enable children to turtle watch and then
spend the night while on their educa-
tional tours.

The TCP Education and Research Cen-
tre is set to be opened to mark the 6"
Anniversary of the Indian Ocean Tsu-
nami on 26" December 2010.

For further information or to find out
how your school can support this
exciting initiative contact

adoptsrilanka@gmail.com
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We are very pleased to see many more
school partnerships working together to
plan their project exchanges in advance
and to create Project Plan Agreements
which cover a 12 month period or the
school year.

To assist with this we have recently cre-
ated many new project plans to help
teachers to plan their project exchanges
with their TWINS schools.

These can be downloaded from our web-
site, located in the TWINS Resource
Centre.

The project plans have been specifically
designed to link to both schools curricu-
lums, cover a wide range of topics and
subject areas and include Global Dimen-
sion themes.

Most projects can be simplified or ex-
tended to suit the age and abilities of the
students.

Here are just a few to wet your appetite!

Sports Mad!

This TWINS project aims
to give the students a
chance to explore the
world of sport and to
share with their peers
overseas the sports they
enjoy playing and watching in their own
country. The students can also share
their sporting heroes and look at how
sport relates to their fithess and health,
culture and national identity.

This project can be linked to the global
dimension theme of ‘diversity’.

What Waste?

This TWINS project is a
OSE great way for students to
§’ @ explore the environmental
@ issues of waste and recy-
= _ I @ cling. The students can
%Q@ look at the amount of
@@[E waste they and their fami-
lies produce, how it is
disposed of and how it can be recycled.
The project has been designed for sec-
ondary students but can easily be simpli-
fied for primary aged children. This pro-
ject can be linked to the global dimension
theme of ‘Sustainability’.
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New Project Plans!

The Animals Around Us

This TWINS project
gets students to cre-
ate an informative
and attractive project
book about the ani-
mals that live around
them and then to
learn about the animals that live along
side their foreign friends.

The students are asked to consider what
impact the animals have on their lives
and what impact they may have on the
animals!

This project can be linked to the global
dimension themes of ‘Diversity and Envi-
ronmental Sustainability’.

Traffic Trouble!

This TWINS project is an interesting way
to link a project to the Math curriculum
while studying the different types of traffic
and their effect on the environment. The
students should conduct a survey by
recording how many vehicles and vehicle
types use a chosen road over a given
period of time. This could be the road
outside their school. They can then cre-
ate pie charts and graphs and illustrate
their work further with photo’s and draw-
ings to create an informative project book
or posters. This project can be linked to
the Global Dimension themes of
‘sustainable development and diversity’.

Rules and Laws

This TWINS project

aims to give the stu- A
dents in both schools &~ B "

an understanding of

the difference be-
tween Rules & Laws
in their country and
the country of their
TWIN School. They
will consider who makes these rules and
laws, why they exist and compare the
similarities and differences between
countries. Students will select 5 rules and
5 laws to research and share with their
overseas friends. This project links to the
Global Dimension theme of ‘Social Jus-
tice’.

Our Culture in a Box

This TWINS project aims to
help students to understand
the culture and identity of
their TWIN school’s country. \
Each school sends a ‘box of
culture’ to their partner school L\ Z
containing 10 items which the

students feel best represent V‘ N
their country. This project can

be linked to the global dimension themes
of ‘diversity’.

The Night Sky

This TWINS project aims
to give the students in
both schools a chance to
explore the science of the
Solar System and also look at how the
night sky may impact on their daily lives
and those of their peers overseas. The
students can also consider how astrology
is linked to astronomy and whether this
plays a part in their culture.

Traditional Stories

This TWINS project is a
great way for students to
look at, present and
share the traditional sto-
ries of their culture and
country with their TWINS [
school. The children |
rewrite and illustrate their
stories and exchange their colourful story
books. This project can be linked to the
global dimension theme of ‘diversity’.

Creating a Travel Brochure

This TWINS project aims to give the stu-
dents in both schools a better under-
standing of their local identity and to pro-
mote their surroundings and culture to
their TWIN school by creating a travel
brochure. This should
be done to promote the
places of interest and
attractions situated in
the same county or
province of each
school. This project can
link to ‘diversity & sus-
tainable development “.

Do you have an interesting idea for
a joint project?

If so, we would love to hear about it!
Please contact Jo Collins

twinscoordinator@gmail.com
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201l Teacher Training Program

Mary VYuille
volunteers her time
each year heading
the ASL TWINS
Teacher Training &
Development Pro-
gram. Below, Mary
shares the details
of just some of the exciting projects
we have in store for Sri Lankan
teachers in 2011...

It was so good to touch down on Sri
Lankan soil again and feel the sun and
the warm welcome from the AdoptSri-
Lanka team.

This month has been spent visiting
some teachers from schools in the
Galle and Matara regions and excitedly
observing some very enthusiastic, inter-
active and dramatic English lessons,
with spoken worn foremost in many
activities. Thank you to those teachers

who have been trialing my Activity
Book “Let’s Speak English” Grade 3.
The results have been very promising
and we are now working on ‘Let’s
Speak English” for Grade 4.

Next term we are planning a new series
of training workshops in response to
the requests from local teachers for
schools throughout the Southern Prov-
ince. | am also hoping to spend a week
in Batticaloa, with visits to schools as
well as a series of training days, which
will support the piloting of new TWINS
School partnerships between eastern
and southern schools in Sri Lanka.

Classroom Management

A look at the planning and discipline
that supports a happy, interactive,
learning environment

English Camps

Timetabling and planning an unforget-
tably successful English Camp. This
workshop will link to a new Grants pro-
gram being offered to ASL TWINS
Schools in 2011 where small school
clusters can apply for resource assis-
tance to carry out an inter-school Eng-
lish camp between 3 or more schools.

Reading, Storytelling and Drama

The importance of each in developing
a creative child with a special empha-
sis on encouraging teachers to read to
children and for children to become
excited about learning to read.

For more information about the
ASL TWINS Teacher Training Pro-
gram please contact Mary on
maryasltwins@gmail.com

GLF School Outreach Progrqm

Galle Literary Festival School
Outreach Program

ASL TWINS is once again partnering
with the Galle Literary Festival to run a
range of school outreach events
throughout the festival and well in to
2011. Firmly established on the world
literary calendar, the 5th anniversary of
the Galle Literary Festival will take
place 26th January to 30th January
2011. This schools outreach program
continues to expand as the Festival
itself approaches school-going age.

Creative Writing Workshops &
Competition

Since the Festival’s inception ASL
TWINS has run a creative writing com-
petition in schools. These workshops
focused specifically on promoting crea-
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tive reading and writing. This is of
course a subject close to the Festival's
own heart. This year we offered crea-
tive writing workshops to all entrants to
the competition, from 25 national and
provincial schools — aimed at support-
ing these young writers to write original
stories from their own experience
rather than what they expected the
judges to want. The competition has
now been judged by the Festival Team
and the winners will receive books and
tickets to the schools day of the Festi-
val. One selected story will be up-
loaded to our website as soon as the
winners are officially announced!

Schools’ Day at the Galle Literary
Festival

In 2010, for the first time, the Festival
with the assistance of ASL TWINS, ran
a day of activities for schools at the
start of the Festival. This special event
involved over 100 students from se-
lected Galle Schools. The program,
developed with their interests and lan-
guage levels in mind, included a histori-
cal scavenger hunt through the Fort
and sessions with visiting writers. This
was an inspiring and unusual opportu-
nity for schoolchildren to truly have an
international literary festival come to
their region and address their interests.
Schools’ Day will take place again fol-
lowing the 2011 Galle Literary Festival.

Scavenger hunt in the Fort during the
2010 Festival’s ‘Schools’ Day’

Teacher Workshops

ASL TWINS is currently working with
the British Council to run a range of
workshops for teachers from the Galle
area as part of the 2011 Galle Literary
Festival,. These workshops will have a
special focus on story telling and en-
couraging children to read and will also
provide teachers with useful resources
and new books for their students.
These workshops are just some of the
workshops on offer for Sri Lankan
schools this year (see above) for more
details on our teacher training pro-
gram.

For more info on the Galle Literary
Festival please visit

www.galleliteraryfestival.com
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Computer Corner

The new teacher's Computer Corner in the Tangalle office
continues to be a popular place for teachers to come after
school to receive tuition on all things ICT.

After a short trip home to the UK in October ‘Clive Sir’ has
once again joined us as a volunteer and mentor to the
teachers who are eager to improve their computer skills in
the Tangalle area. The teachers knowledge of ICT varies
widely so each is encouraged to learn at their own pace
and concentrating on the areas where they would like the
most help. Clive’s students are currently learning how to
send emails, attach photo’s and files, edit photos and suc-
cessfully search the net. Here is what some of the teach-
ers have to say about the new facilities open to them.

“I am really thankful to everyone in the Adopt Sri Lanka for
giving me this valuable chance to enhance my computer
skills. It's really amazing experience with my loving teacher
(Clive sir). Though | had experienced with several com-
puter courses, this is the most favorite class.”

Miss. Krishna—Tangalle Balika School.

“I think teaching a group of teachers is not an easy task
especially when they are climbing an unfamiliar hill; lagging
behind with a speedy technology! But Clive Sir, with his
smile and patience makes the climb not only impossibly
easy but interesting as well. Internet usage is something
most of our generation failed to grasp and being mindful of
it Clive Sir makes the learning effective and long lasting in
our memories.” Mrs Indu Waniganayaka—Ranna M.V.

“l have attended the computer course the last three
months. Now | can get more information from the internet.
On the other hand | can send the e-mails, attach the pic-
tures, save the e-mail addresses etc. The course is very
useful for me and the other teachers. | thank ASL and our
sir, Mr. Clive very much.”

Mrs. Vajira—Kahandamodara K.V.

“Thursday is a special day for me as | attend the IT class at ASL
Tangalle. By now our talented trainer, Mr. Clive has shown me very
useful paths to communicate with the world which | haven't learnt
from anywhere else before. | apply it in my classroom teaching too.
It’s really fun to learn from him and | look forward to getting more
and more.” Mrs. Gayathri—Kattakaduwa K.V.

“I 'm very happy to say that this program is very important to me.
Thank you very much sir by giving this opportunity for us.”
Mrs. Padmini—Nihiluwa M.V.

Wedding Congratulations

Another member of our small team at ASL has tied the knot!!

We would like to congratulate Thilina, ASL Accountant on his mar-
riage to his lovely bride Asanka. The photo below was taken at the
homecoming event which took place on Sunday 19th November at
Thilina’s family home and was attended by family, friends and col-
leagues from ASL.

Seeking New TWINS Schools!

We would like to warmly welcome the following new school

partnership to the ASL TWINS program

Woodthorpe Primary School, York, TWINNED with Seenimodara

School in Region 3

We have many Sri Lankan schools awaiting twinning. Please

ASL TWINS IS EXPANDING AND WE ARE
EXCITED ABOUT THE FUTURE

PLEASE HELP US SPREAD THE WORD!

help us spread the word about the TWINS Program by en-

couraging other schools in your part of the world to get in-

volved!
Schools currently seeking a TWIN:

J Motagedara Secondary School
J Ihalagoda Sumangala Model School
. Nayakawatta Rajapaksha K.V.

. Tangalle Primary School

December 2010

WE ARE LOOKING FOR MANY MORE
NEW SCHOOLS OVERSEAS TO JOIN US

-THANK YOU-

CONTACTING TWINS...

twinscoordinator@gmail.com
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